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Editorial
This is the tenth Issuea of he Confratarnity of Fllonms to Bome's Mewsiefisr

For varlous reasons this issue B only a very short one but we expect 10
refurn to our normal siee In December (#11). There arg three atickes, a letter
to the editer, a gt of additions fo the CPA Bbrary and the section entltied
“Secrstary's Motebook,” eontaining short ftemes of information fikefy to be of
Indarest o our members,

Ann Sieben’s compates joumeys mads along botiv the Camine da Sanflago
and the Wa Frencfgens, presenting some of the pros and cons of each
pilgrim journey.  Alison Raju foltows this with a difisrent kKind of comparison
of the two roufes - st historizal — after which Willlam Mangies gives s an
aceount of the star, from Cantarbry, of the group walking to Santiago via
Basangon as parl of tha Europa 2010 venture

Az always, articles on all aspects of the pilgrimage o Fomea are invited for
subzedusnt issues. A a rough guide they should be snmewhers hetween
1000 and 1500 words, according to the subjeet matiter.  Bock reviews {300-
S0 words maxknem) arg also nvitod, as s also Ibformatlon sviteble for
inclusion in the “Secrstary's Mofehook™ section. [ ihe Intetests of variety the
editors have dacided to Imit aceounts of pllordm Jourseyes to one per issua.

Shett tems can be sent [ an emall but longer articles should be included a5
attachments and most WORED and BTF documents are acoeptable. B you
send picturas, though, pieasse do not integrate them in the fext but gend them
a3 soparate fles.

W would ke 1o thank Ann Milker ones agaln for proaviding a PO file for the
electroniz warston of thls lssUs.
Allzan Haju

allsenraju@btopanworld.com

Chris Gaorge
Tarriden 73 @ aal.com



The Via Francigena or the Camino de Santiago?
Ann Sighen

Hers | shalt present objective information for those deciding bebween the two
Iong-established and historical pitgthn tralls aciess Europe: the Kalizn part of
the Ve Fanciess and the Catming de Samffaoo slong the Caminoe Francds
and eontribute first-hand declslon-making knowlegdge fiom both winter and
summer gxperiencas to those plabning theit pllavimages.

The Carming Francds is incredibly crowded: the Vi Francioena, is not. (0
summer there are hpndreds upon hundreds of plldrims dafly an the formes,
as opposed o maybe two (ndividual] pilgrims staylng In any diven pilgrim
refugs (| saw it in Spain and have also experioncod # in taly onthe fRatter). In
winter, its moTe tike ten & day in Spaln vorsus one a manth in [Ealy.

The villages elong some parts of the Gamine Francds (in Galicis, for
example) ars heavily subsidized to racelve and provide for pilgrims, which
thay often do in 2 uniform, mecharlcal way; the vikages along the Wa
Francigana, on the ofher hand, nrke varving efforts to welcome pilgrims -
the town or village happens to be very tournstic (Siena, for exampla), pllgrls
bend right in with the othar forelgners: | s not toutistic, pilgiims are teated
with rather high regard and acknowledoed for thefr histaric eifort, espechally
they've travelled 2 graat dlistance.

Companionsiip along the Caming s cortainly and uniguely with other
pilgrims; along the Wa Farcipens, companionshlp s with the paople of the
comimunities glong the trall. On the Va Fremclens, plionms ang still an
uncommon sight, thus infriguing. OF course, Itimacles cur stilke up atong
the {aming de Santiago among pilgrims in ways thet wouks be diffieult along
the V¥ig Francigens becauss of the smaller nuinbsks.

From my observation, farge groups walk along the Samine In Spaia, with 8
minosity of salo walkers [Editor's note; this in heb, in fack trusll; on the s
Francigana, however, solo walkers predominate, and groups that do come
throupks are gensealty ng more than iwo i five people.

Both northem Spaln and ltaly are equally hot in sumimer, 30-36 degrees
celsius these deys (BE - 85 Because of s, on both routes, there are
those who want to get & predawn start to beat the haak. Mewn i around 500
in ltaly grd B:00 in Spain af this time of yaar, Othots, especially ihose
walking short gaily distances, want to sleep in until 7 or 8. Thus, in the
crowded Spanish eefligios the noisy pilgims gelling an early start wake
pvaryona - it's ne fault of an individual, Ut in & building that holds 200, even
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5% of theny gatting up early still amounts to & lot of colfective noise from
mrverment and repacking, Tghts going on, dooes slamnting, water running. In
[tafy, on the camtrary, In a refuge with 3 pilgims, | anly ene wanls an sarly
start, he can e out pretty stealthlly without disturbing the others. Thore's
more of an interparsonal cowrtesy among iewer paople thar amang & ctowd,
s hiuman nature.

The pllgrims 1 encovntered In Baly, working thers in pligrim accommadation,
Wars unanmoles In saying that they have no inkerest in the Cano Francds
because of the ciowds, The 3 Farcieng & unguestionably the better
alternative for pligiims seeking soffuds snd contemplation. It's not just the
rafiugios 0 Spaln that absoib The throngs of pligtims elther - the restaurants,
coatés and shops do too, and the frall kseif. 1 find & unsetting when long-
legged Germans coma up from behing, sharph pinging the high-piched litite
bells that thay waar on their fingers to signify they're golting ready to pass on
the left. (Mot a slam against the Sermans, but theyre the only one’s 've
seen do thig, and many of them do t, in Germany, as well. Sermans are
secomd, Rehind Spantards, in the nationafties of walking the Carming; they're
simiiarly outnumbered only by talians i walking the Ve Fancigena)} Parts
of the tralf are a veritable parade of plgiing walking in single tile or spread
out acrass the broader paths. Thay'e lust short of a marching band.

Fean't Imaglne walking in the heat bal, ¥ | only had the fime to walk In
© summer, that could be didged by walling early, taking a siesta, and then
walking agsin fate. 1 certanly can't imagine finding enjoyment I waiking
with the erowds and slrugdling to find 8 Dad in the enarmols fefugios in
Spain and, f successiul, then streggling amona e swarm of pllgrims to get
o a shower - which will be cold - and doing daily laundey, then slaggiing
flarther 4o find a place to aat, because the kitchan of the pilgrm refuge witl be
ovirtiniad well into the night, Net my idea of fun.

The crowds confinug b wall and bike t0 Santiage bosause of is current
eliltiral popularty. The number may wane I fiture yoars, but thete’s no sign
of that ye! as the municipaliies confinue to bulld more and targer pilgrim
refuges to accommodsats the pradictad numbers. This year is & Holy Year in
Sentiago and 250000 pilgrms are expected to walk or bike thers,
signifizantly mare than the 145,877 in 2008, in 2011 nitnbets are expected
to ba much higher than the past, foo, as people wanting to aveld the FHoly
Year crowils spread themselves out. (The next Holy Year in Santiago isn't
uniil 2021 )

Ba - whal's the mativation to do this? Keeplg with the “in" crowd may

motivate some people; wanting the bragoing dghis may motivata atbers.
There l a tinanciad consldaration, bowever, fiats more tanglble My

3



expetience (in winter): during 50 days in ltaly walking 1,007 Kllemators, [
gspart an gverage of 1€ per day for food and lodging; in 30 days walking
g6 kilometsrs in Spain, | spent an gverage of 215 for the same, although |
walked conslderably fagter while m Zpaie, so the cost are Bbw in 3 direct
comarison. In any case, an excirsion though ltehy witl cost more [30%7)
than through Spain. True, whetiver g pilgrm o not.

My advice to plgrime wanting 2 cultursd excursion steeped in history and
supparted {o an adeqguate degree by the communities along the way with
pharirn accommodation s t0 consider strongly the Malian part of the 143
Francipeng Traa, thase are fewer and futher hetween and those that exist
suggest a higher donatfon (10-15£) than the municipa! refuges {3-5&}
demend in Spain. 1t is true, fon, that thers aren’t a2 many guidebooks, nor in
as meny languages, but for those who don't need or don't wartt to rely an
some unknown forebear's experiences to find thefe owre way across the
continent, and are willing fio ask at parish houses and tovn halls for advice
on acoommalation, then the Wa Fancigena is the best bet,

But hurry! The Associzzione Via Franciyens and other offlcial groups are
puiting great effort into popalarizing the rode in its own fght, o ltaly in
paricutar (where it & now wel-waymarked loo, in the mafy and as an
altarnative 1o the Carming, s0 the tranguilfy here won't 1gst forever. { feet &
little anbivaient in promoting the Ve Sraaesigeng ks this, bacruse i might
just rmake ft incrementaily more popular, incrementally closer to the dination
the: popularty of the Camfle has catsed - ke ones Bick Steves {8 one-man
travet mdugtry and mediz presantar in tha 138] declares some little village in
Europe i be g charming, quist, off-tha-bastzntral place;, the irail gats
mstantly beaten, it's no longer so quiet, and the charm is gons. Alas. For the
rnoment, objectively it can be stated that the Camino de Sanliage {i.e. the
Camine Frances) & grossly over-uiilized and the Yig Francigens is still
grossly underdtilized.



Saint James and Saint Peter: a further comparison
between the Camino de Sanfiago and the Via Francigena

Allzon Raju

To compiement Ann Sieben's article on the practical ways i which the
Laming de Sanflago diifers from the Wi Frangigena this short study inoks at
another, very differant, manner in which the two routes vary and one which
Up b now appears o have besn overlooked in making comparisons between
thatn: lconography,

Those who have alteady made the journey to Santlago de Compostals,
particularly along the Camine Fancss, will have baon struok by the shear
volume of chirches, and chapels dedicated 1o 5f James along the way in
Spaln and by the numerous statues, stained glass windows, paintings and
other represardations of the salnt in his different fuisas. Poprirayais of
Santiago Apostol, for exarmple, St James a8 a saint, with nate and book {his
epistie}.  Samiago Porogrino, St Jamps the pllgrim, with hat, stick,
calabasse (gowrd for water), satehel, boots, with scallap shells on his hat
andfor lapels of his cloak.  Hybrd vetshins, eambining the two and, of
cowrse, the thind type, Santiage Matamoros (St James [ho Moorslayer).
Here e & seen fiding on a charger, brandishing a sword and, uzuzify,
frampling on the heads or dead Dodieg of al the mildels he has siain.
Seallon shells op buildfings, en their Fagades or over the door In places which
accommodated pilgrimg.  The st goes on and even the not particularly
obseran modern pigrim on the Camfie fancds cannol have fafled o
notice a1 kask come of thass feattres as hofshe walked along, A of these
references, i both art and architacture, ara aspects that developed a5 &
consequence of the pilgrimage and the devoiion to the safnt that ensied.
{Even tuday pilgrims report casss of ool peaple asking them to dar i
givase af Apdstol - gave & hug to St James - for therm when they raach
Sartlagn).

Pligrims Mtarested in ar, architecture and konmagraphy who make the
[eurney to Rome will net find the same volurme of referencas to St Peter,
howsver, despite the fast that, in the past, at lzast, the Qoab of their
undertaklng was 0 visll his tomb in the Basilica in Aome {In the same way
that pilgrims made thelr way to the fomb and final resting place of 5t. James
In the cathedral In Santinge de Compostela). There Bre some twanty or
mare churchas and chapels dedicated to Salnt Peter (Saint-Plerra) alaong the
Vig Franciyens In its passage thraugh Britaln, France and Switzetkand fand
a lot marg in HRal} but these exist heceuse he has abways been a popular
chereh dedication, in many countfles, and not becstse these haitdings were
on an important Chilstian plodmage routa. Many are Saint Poter on his
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own, athers ars dedicated joirfly &3 Safnt Peters and Faul while there are
afsn ane or two Saii-Fletre-aux-l fens {St. Peter in Chaing) churches along
fhis pait of the route, refering o those that bound him while be was
Imprisaned Iy Jerusalem and which woere preserved afterwards s relics. The
moder pligim on the Va Fancigena wii also find representations of St
Peter in sculptors, staned giags and 0 on and frequently in churches
dedficated o complately differont salnts.

St Pobar with the keys to the Getes of Heaven, Bourg Salnt-Plemre ehreh
{FPhote: Michaal Kiizy)



Filgrims with & patficular interest in iconography will find Rim represented
chiefly as an older persan, often, though not atways, sested, and
facognisable by his keys o the Kingdom of Heaven (Makhew 16, 18-18).
He is also often portrayed accompaniad by the modet of g boat {recalfing the
tact that he was a fisherman before he became an apostie) andfor by a
cockerel, raminding the viewer of Pedar's thraefold denial of Chifst: "before
the cock crow thou shalt deny me fhrice” (Matthew 26,751, Mo ks known
about the life of 51 Peter than that of any of the other apasties, 50 we Xnow,
for example, that hls manyrdom fook place by erucifixion — but upslde down,
sa as not 1o be equated with his master,

Fauthful-leghdng St Peter with keys and cockenst, Dakain chupd
(Fhote: Micheel Kricr)



Ancther way In which the two routes differ is, of course, in the iitles by which
they are known. Camine de Santfage (MWay of 5 James) focuses on the
sdlnt hitnself and swggests that the goal of the otrney 13 to mest him
{Houratively, of course). The Vig Francigens or Route to Rome, on the otber
hand, makes no reference at all to the apostle whose tomb restdes in the
Basllica dedicated to his name in Bome, focusing our attentlon, instead, on
the destination alone. Were it called, for exampla, the Méay of SE Pefar, tha
pilgrirn fand others) would be more consciouz of the purpose of thefr joumey
= o vislt his tinal resting place. This iz not {o sungest an explenation of the
prolferation of Jacobean references fo be found along the Camino de
Sanflage in Spain snd slzewhere provaked by the existance of this pligfm
route bt it does add an Interesting slant to the lconogtaphical differences
between tha twa routes,

The above article s obvicusly only & very brief Infreduction ko a vasl lople,
the tlp of a very big icebery waiting o e examined in depth so It s hopod
that the interested reader may be inspired to fake over where the suthor of
this siudy has iefi off — a topic for 8 Ph.C: thesis mayba?

Bealed SL Peicr, Besancon cathardral
{Phata: Michese! Krier)
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Europa Compostela VF1 - Canterbury via Besancon fo
Santiago.

William Margues

Europa Compastela 2010 |s a Furopean wide venture with people walking
from all eorners of the continent to mest at Santiage de Compostels on the
28th Septembor,

Two groups started In England, one omganised by the Confraternity of 8t
James which laft London on the 28th of Jung, and ana organised by the
Confraternity of PHQtms ke Rome, which started from Cantarbury on tha 28th
May,

The CPH group's route was slong the W Frincigena far as Gesangan,
whara they mat up with a orotip walking up the same route from Fome on
the 2Bth Jume, and from thers they would walk together vie Vézslay o
Santiage. The walkers wolld cary 2 pitgrim staff and a five ofor Cgolden
Book™ to gather messages of goadinill and the experiences of the walkers.

- fit Wa Franeigana Zero 0 Marker

Ll i rlght: Tina O'Brion, lan Brodrick, Wilkm Meazdues, Willlae Petlit, Yvonps
Lotus, Ak Miinesr heolding staff, Marion Clegg, Elean bitar, Jue Paiterson.
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A gtoup of nine CFR members started fram Canterbury Cathedral: lan
Erodilcls, Marion Clega, Yvonne Loftus, Bromwyn and William Margues,
Eileen Millar, Ann binar, Ting O'Brlen and Jos Patterson.  We met the
evening before at the pligrm accommadation at Cantorbury Cathedral, We
than went 1o Evensong, at which the group of plgrims walking b Santiago
was mentionsd.  After Evenscong the Lord Mayor of Canterbury prasentad
Joe Palterson of the CPR with the pilgrirn staff at a reception which bad
been aranged by Willam Peltit and gonarcusly hosted by Canterbery
Cathedral. The pilgritn staff was to be & refay batoen passed on along the
route to Santingo. The CPR was msponzlble for the short stage to Dover, o
rather long stage buk ahart part of tha total route and crossing the Channsl to
Calais, where we wolld pass the baton on to the Assoclation Wa Francigans
Frangaize and the Ipcal Associatbon Saint-Jacgues in Morlharm France,

. E{:natih Chaar an ~Indr .

Left tor Aighi: Eilean Millar, Bromwns Marues, Joa Pattaraon hatding "dalden book®,
the Lord bMayer of Gantarbury hofding pligrien staf and letter, the Vice-Doan of
Canterbury Cathadral Ganon Chilstepher Indne, Tiha O'Brlen, Ann Miner,

e ali had a convivial dinner at the pilgrim accommedation in Canterbury
that night and we 9ot Up eardy the nexi morning for ! loly Commanion in the
cathedral, after which the Daan blessed the pilgrims before they departed for
Dover, The walk o Dover was interipted by a picnic in the village of
shepardswetl and all thoes making tha t1ip to France boarded the ferry that
evening. '
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Mambers of the group walked o cyclad different paits of the routs, some
anly as fav as Dovar, some to varicus parks of Morthern France and some as
far gs Berangon. As well as records of tha day’s walk from those taking part
the "golden book" cordalns letters wishing the venture wall from the Pope,
Canterbury Cathedral, the Lord Mayor of Canterbury, the CPR and from the
many wwing and pilgrim assockillons on the routs.

The staffs from all over Euraps ars dus to ardve in Santiego on the 18th of
September, where a welcoms event and celebration will be hell at the
cathedral,

tEiTE i oA

Letter to the Editor
Willfam Wey's Hinerary to Rome in 1458

I wag intarested o raad Francls Davey's article on Wilkarn Wey's itinarary to
Home in 1468, | Was though a Dt surpriged to find Hlm In doubt a5 1o where
Wey crossed the Alps. Even if the only place nemes he gave were Kemplen
and Maran, it must surely have been via the Raschanpass: how stse world
one get to Meran?

Like him, | tar was inltfally corfused by the places belng in the wrong
spolence, but once you mallse that YWey got these placenames In the night
seguance going the other way, entifying the places Msted becomes
sitrelghtforwvardd.

Put "Motnt Yermarde" in its corect place, and t's clear that this ks indead the
Farhpass, sometimes known us Ferner Pass.

Hemove those in the wrong place on the way out, and Wil Kyrkis" & rmughly
halfway between Maran and Tramin. Here we find Setteguerce, Siebenaich
in Germar, part of the incdarm cammune of TerlanTerann. Sa "Wl Kyikls" s
ecgnate with Sevencaks, and sadfy has nothing to do with chirches| Though
| urtferstand Francis's uncartainty, as, confusingly, Wey oives thils too in a
dfferant posltion an the way back, between Meran and Mount Nicholas.

"Mownt Micholas” is more Inferesting. Armold von Harf wont this way  in
1458 ant gives & very deballad itnerary. He lists “Sent Mickes berch" a5
betwosn: "lFons”, Pfunds, and "Noders”, Mauders, so its clesrly the
Finstenmunz pass rather than the Reschen. This urea is not so easy to relate
fo mndern places as the modern mad & not the same as the madicval gna.
The cument chapel at Alt-Finstarmunz Is dadicated to the Assumption, and
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dates fram 1805, 1is predecessor apparenitly contained a venerated statue of
the Virgs, fished aut of the Inn, Whsthar this was dediceted to 58 Micholas,
or whsther there was a separate chapeal on the pass, | do not ¥now, but thers
are st the remnants of the St-pkolaus-Wand in Ab-Finsternminz, this
formed par of the medleval Burpfdade {imis of the area under the
protection of the Burg). Also, Plunds ias & yearly "Nikolaus-Spisl® parformed
by children on the eve of the sall's feagtday. Why though there is this
devoilon to St Micholas, 2 saint normally associated with the sea rathet than
‘mouskaln passes, [ do not know,

Oine placename on the 1458 jfinerany | have not beaen able to [dantlfy is
"Alene" hatween "Alabiurge”, which | iake to be Borgo Valsudana, and Trenta
- ig this meant to be Levico, which e calls Levyng' on his 2nd fourmey?
Thera are also severai places on the 1462 Einerary | havan't boarn able 1o
identify. ¥ Frangis can halp witir any of these, that Would be graat,

hifpriapreadaheais goooe, com/pul Yeoy=n0Agqwl 1Nz EBx-

Peter Robins

ERE A

Additions fo the CPR Library, April to July 2010
Howard Nalson

Note: this fist does nof incluga femg pubiishad in tha Nowslefter

Laurence, Ray, Tavelers Gulde b the Ancient Workd: Rome i1 e yoar
300 £F, Cincinnatl, Gavid & Charles, 2008180 pp.
Logation: CPR, Ace no: #4024,

Luclani, Robarte, Santa Maria in Tragievars, Rome, Frateli Peiombi Edforn,
1993, &3 pp.
Location: CPR. Acc no: #4922,

Plerdehlrt, Barbara, Das Musswm fir Anfike Schifizhr ain
Forschungshersioh des R3msph-Garmanisohien Jentratmussaiims, 1|, Mainz,
Veriad des Bomisch-Germanischen Jentramissums 1985, 72 pp.

Location: CPR. Acc no: #4925,
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Secretary’s Notebook
Bronwyn Margues

Membership We currently have 146 pald up metnbars, some of whom ane
folnt members, making 183 I fotal s at 10 August 2010, They are as
fallows according o country: 18 Aostrals, 1 Belgium, 4 Canada, 2
Denmark, 2 France, & Irefand, 2 lkaly, 1 Kenya, 5 Now Zealand, 2 Norway, 2
South Afrlca, 2 Spain, 2 Swaden, 1 Switzerland, 20 USA, 78 UK.

We have also issued 43 Pligfims Fasspors so far in 2010. There ware 32
lssued in the whobe of 2005

Suhsc'riptiarfa {wr on-iine bank acoount is now up and renning.  Reminder
E-mails have been sent aut for thuse wanting io renew their subscription.

Website Our website has boen redesioned for easier use and as wel as the
abilty to pay subsciptions mertioned shove there are a numher of other
changes. The most imporkant of these is that there is now a Membera' Only
gaction which has back lssuss of all our newsletters and the acoommodation
liet mnd ofher itesns such ow minttes of meetings, the annusi accounts and
raports. Members will by now have reosived the passwords witich will he
chianged fom time to ke,

In the rear futwre an optlon o subscibe fal addiional cosi) to hard eopy
adiflons of new editions of aur newsletiers will be available on our website,
Hard coples of past Rsues can be chitatned at our meetings or by contacting
the secratary; prices wil depend oh the numbar of pages in a given Bsus,
the number of copies printed and postage,

CPR Library The CPH librasy = situated af the 8 ofiices on Blackitars
Hoad and detalls of the tems keld can be found vie our wobsla, H you write
a book or afticle about the Wiz Marciena of Pilgimage o Rone by any
other route we would be delighted fo have 5 cony and we Wil then be able to
write & book revicw in the newslattar,

Filgiims™ jpurnals are always a welcome addition to the CPH Library. A
serieg of lournals witten over the voars provides an overview of the
develapmant of the rowte fsall and you could ba pant of that history. I you
woute ke to donate 8 jousnal fword-processed, in a blndar or foldar} of vour
pirmage to the CPR Library plaase send # to0 Howard Nelson of the G5
office, 27 Blackidars Read, London S84 8MY.
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Accommadation List |f you would ke a copy of the CPR ascommocation
liet please email culverwoodi@Eyahoo co.uk, and request a copy. The sl is
also available in the meaimnters only sectipn of our website.

Mua to tho strall nomber of poopls whoe walk the route companred o the
Caming Franeds your feadback & even more valuable i updesting snd
rafinlng tha st o if you have walked or cyoisd but have nat ghven us rdetalls
of whers you stayed ¥ is never oo fate.

Wa plan over the course of the naxt year or tws to use the list as a basis Tor
a numbet of CPA guldes to the Vi Fancirana similar lo those published by
the C3J. In grder to minimise size and waight this gulds o accommoedation
and services on the Via Franciiens will be split Into at least 3 hooklets.
Allsan Baju has offsrad 10 do this but 1 anvone bas a 1ot of time on thek
hands 1 am sure she will ba pleased to have some halp in the task.

CPR Fhoto Gallery The CFR Phote Gallery is available via our wabsita, |
wiolild shoodrage thoss with photos of good enatigh guality to make them
avallakble to other members via the webshe, Flease ook at the Galleny
section of the website for more information.

Paul Chinh and Babsite Gullard Paul and Bahette, intrepid guide-book
ymbars, have undetaken yet ancther Journay by horge along an oid
pilgriages route. This time they went from Ares to Vorcell via Montgenévre
and back along the coast. They are walkng to ralra moRey For & classmom
in Burking Faso. See their blog at http:/burkinaschoel bloospol Lo

Palow ls an agcount eof Alison Reju's summer break and her
impromptu radic interview]

1 re-waltked aimost alf of the Swiss section of the Vg Sancipenz in kate
Junedearly July Bgo and, Bmongst ofher things, took part in an hour atd a
haif {live...) radio broadoast alout & on Radio Suisse RomandeHl This was
the last in 2 four-part series ertlifed “La Strada,” abowt khistarical walking
routes that pass thiaugh Switzertand,

The broadcast took place in Bourg Saint-Flarrs, on Faday July 2™, from
9.30am till 11 ¢clock, on a beight sunny day, I the gardan of tha former
parish priasl’s hause (ow 3 chambre Jhdfs), against the background of a
weak-long brass band coutas altemmpling o rehearse in the gite J'élape naxt
door untll we finaly manaoed fo slerce them.., | was walking past the
chitrch, stopped fo Ml up My waker bottle in the fountaih opposite, when a
volee bahind me called out, hofing and puffing: “Madame, % vous plai!
Madame, sW vous plaitt | tumned round, thinklng, perhaps, that | had
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droppad something or that someone was aolng te ask me for dirsctlons, but
the lady I guostion =sald. "Are you walking e ¥ Farciens? Vhen |
sald “Yos," she breathed a hege sigh of refief and askad me F | would be
willlng to take part In this programme, which was gaing to oo out live in less
thetn ten minutes time... Mo fime to think about § or feel nervous. They sat
e dowwn, guve me a glass of water and a microphone — and away we went!

They had (almost) evervbody they needed sitting round the table —
Monssignsur Bodudt, the Abbe lerrforial in charge of the Abbaye da Sainl-
Maurice and who | had meet 8 couple of days eafler when | stayed thers,
thae former president of Valrande, a large rambiing arganization bazed In that
part of Swltzertand, a historian, & ady who had Ived in Bourg Saint-Plarms alf
her e and who was extrernsly well-informed about the araa, the lady from
the radie station who had come nunning after me and the presenter, plig the
terhnician, seated Inside the house with miles of cable trating ot inte the
Qarden. Tha koy person they were missing, though — was a pilgriml
learned subsegently that the crew had arived the day before and had
driven nof onfy up to the Gol du Grand Saint-Bernged bt down the Balisn
side rf the pass as well, 2lmost gs far as Apsta, in the hopes of finding a
pgrim they eould Intendew. Al their efforts ked baen In vain though, so my
being fn the right place af the right time must have seemed samathing of a
minor mivacks. ) Woe discussed all the different aspects of the mowte god my
part was consorned mainky with the achual experience of walking from
Camerbiry to Home all in one go. (Al Jn Prench, of ocourse...)

SBaint-Maurice d'Agaune is Mg of less half way betwean Canterbury ang
Romes and in the year 2000 Monseignewr Roduit led 8 gronp of some 50
pilggrlrs on the first of 2aeveral yearly stages southwards towsards Home.
Each éfupa consisted of some 150 Kilometras, wlih more or fess the same
participants each time, and they finally arved In {f think) 2005, iaving
achievod this they then set abowt walking notthwards, to Canterbury this
time, and this year they made # o Arras. They have two more stages left io
complete and expact to reach Ganlerbury In 2012, 1t wou!d be good i we
could arrange ta walk the lasl pant with them, fram Dover, for example, and
arganlze some kind of reception for thern with they anive. | have already
menticned this f Willizm Pattl,

Francigena Library This site has Road Book, Googhe Sarfh and GRS Trafs
for the route In Haly: hitpuweww. frapciggnaliprad. benlculturalitAndex,en, hkm

New book about tha Via Francigems, Joan-yves Citdooie, Lo Wia
frEneigena.  Sur fa frace des pdlering de Canlerbury & Rome {Editions
Cest-France, 2010, 15€) & a concisa, wellllustrated and well-presented
mircduction to the Wis Ararcigens, Hs histery and background, by an awthar
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who has already done a ot of work on the Camino de Santiago. At presont it
5 only available in French but let's hppe that the publishers declde to
praduce an English transkation as soon gs possible. A copy has been
ordered for the CBJ lbrary.

Blogs you meay ke to follow:

Garry Aidgway  Australian pigrim Garry Fidgway s wallking the U
Francigena. His blog can be followed on hitpistenstoriome blogspot com
Thomas'a Biog "Walking the Vig Franciyens” by Thomas can be Followsd
on hilp-ftapascoa. word press.comy

Mew Vis Francigena signs Naw Ve Franciyena signs, incorporating the
AIVF lago, have now been provided and erested between Canterbury and
Ekrver along the Motth Bowns Way,

sPhato: Wilkiarm Peitil)

Opan Day Our Open Day this year will e Safurday 60 November 2010 fo
be hefd at 5t James Church, Piccadilly

The topic will be *Pligrimags - What Is 17" Detfails of spaakors will be
pubtished closer io the date. Ploase visk our website for further information
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